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This week saw 63 excited year 7 students head to Caythorpe Court to begin their week full of adventurous

activities.

On arrival they quickly unpacked and began to explore their new environment. The air began to fill with excited

voices full of curiosity about what the week would bring. Considering we were under canvas, the tents were

pretty palatial and the ‘proper’ beds were a welcome change from the roll mats in the south of France.

Students have had a jam-packed week full of activities requiring them to work well as a team and overcome their

fears, displaying the resilience they have built since joining BBG just 9 months ago.

Students had the opportunity to climb and

abseil down the tower, not an easy task for

those who have a fear of heights, but

together as a team they encouraged each

other to successfully complete the task.

Another activity saw the students’ problem

solve when they were provided with 4 barrels,

2 logs and 4 pieces of rope and instructed to

build a raft that could carry a group (and

some teachers). We had many different

designs - some which were more successful

than others. Whether their raft remained

intact or not, they all took a swim in the lake.



Our map skills have been tested when we

took on the orienteering challenge, which

found us exploring all corners of our park,

and the giant swing required real teamwork

to raise those on the swing to great heights

before they were released. We could hear

the screams for miles (and that wasn’t just

the teachers).

Students really bonded as a group during

the sensory trail, relying on good

communication and leadership skills to help

navigate obstacles through the woods

without their sight. We definitely saw some

incredible leadership skills and some

genuine care and consideration.

In order to reach great heights on Jacob’s ladder and the vertical challenge students had to stretch themselves

both physically and mentally while helping each other progress from run to run. Students used their knowledge

of cognitive resilience and the ability to apply themselves, adapt in certain situations and try new approaches to

tasks.

The trapeze was no easy task either with students not only having to overcome the height challenge, but also

having to take the leap of faith off a very wobbly platform.



There were many races won and lost as

students sped down the zip wire and they have

developed many new skills that will help them

survive in the wild, from building effective

shelters to starting a campfire with just the

bare essentials. We’re trying to work out how

these can be used when they get back to

school next week!

Although we had a downpour causing a few

minor leaks, students took this in their stride,

showing their true spirit of resilience. We have

seen prowess in archery, cries of ‘en guard’ in

fencing and a successful accomplishment of

the tours of Hanoi with 5 different sized tyres.

All in all, a great week, full of adventure, memory making experiences and a whole heap of resilience.



Please see Twitter @BBGAcademy for more photos





Parental Top Tip 2: Be Supportive

• Be a good listener

• Be approachable

• Encourage them to take breaks in between revision

• Show some understanding of what they are going through

• Help them deal with their emotions & feelings

• Offer caring advice 

• Just be there for them!



Today’s Progress Championship celebration saw students reading

the letters that you, your families, and their teachers all wrote to

them. It has been a hard, challenging time period for students to

get to this point, and we are already so proud of everything they’ve

done. It is always a lovely, heartfelt, emotional day – but there is

such a positive buzz around school once they’ve read them.

THANK YOU for taking the time to do them!



And it’s a

STRAIGHT

SWEEP for Mr

Stevens’

Sattelites!

Never bested,

and they take

home the crown!

Not to mention, these AMAZING STUDENTS who had the TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL SCORES OVERALL!



Mr Elcock’s team

deserves

MASSIVE KUDOS

for how well

they’ve done

overall – an

AVERAGE

IMPROVEMENT

of 29 points every

2 weeks!

THESE top 5 students had THE MOST IMPROVEMENT in their efforts over the fortnight – and should be

recognized for their hard work as well!

THESE top 5 students had THE MOST IMPROVEMENT OVERALL – EVERY SINGLE WEEK they improved –

Absolutely Amazing!



VIRTUAL
PERSONAL TUTORING

KEY STAGE 3

Students studying for a Grade 7 to 9 

Students studying for a Grade 5 to 7

Students studying for a Grade 4 or 5

KEY STAGE 4



We are recruiting!

Reporter:
Cerys Barson

We are recruiting!

BBG News club is a platform that gives students a voice within the school community.

Joining our press group, would require you to write articles on a weekly basis. You

need to be willing to give up your Thursday nights from 2:30 to 3:30. If you enjoy

writing, then this is the club for you.

What does BBG News give you?

• It builds your confidence

• It develops your people skills

• It will help you with your university application

• You will learn how to write articles

• Build new friendships

• Triggers the creative side of your brain

• You can learn about global issues around the world and expand your knowledge

• Our club gives you an opportunity to write about current issues that are important

to you and many others.

Reporter:
Elissa 

Kilburn
If you are interested in joining, please come and speak to either Mr Smith or us!

Everybody is welcome to join, we would love some new, dedicated members. We are in

the Library every Thursday.



The Day of Being a Girl

Reporter:
Jaiden 

Robinson

Reporter:
Olivia Payne

Dylan Mulvaney is TikTok rising star, she came out in March as a girl and documented

her transition every day. She calls each new entry The Day of Being a Girl. Each day

follows her ever-changing life as she goes to auditions and other things such as being

crowned the diamond of the season at a Bridgeton themed ball. This meant a lot to Dylan

as she never got to go to prom. She was praised and sponsored by Tampax for carrying

tampons for women who might need one. She is also known for filming the role Cutis in

the comedy television series, The Honest Show. She began her professional acting

career in 2015. She made her official television debut on the show Awkwardness. Since

then, she has appeared in multiple TV series’ in a guest-starring role.

She said in an article “I’m not a mistake, I’m here for a reason and now it feels like I get to

honor that inner child within me that knew it so long ago. I finally get to be that person

and I really am so excited for you to meet girl Dylan and she is excited to meet you

too!”

The star has received quite a lot of hate from people for just expressing who she is and

for her passion. For a time, Dylan was non-binary and did not identify with he or she but

as them/they and she has slowly and at her own pace found what she wants to be.

Which is a girl Trans. The term trans means someone who transitions from a female to

male or female to male and they believe that they were born in the wrong body. Anybody

can feel this way and not feel comfortable in their gender. I think that people should

respect and welcome people who may be different to them because everybody deserves

the right to be the person they want to be.

Allowing yourself to be what you believe is what you are should take priority because if

people do not accept you that is their problem not yours and you should be proud of you

and what you achieve in life. You are special and unique, not strange, or weird. If you can

love yourself, you do not need anyone's approval.

She is an inspirational woman, she has inspired trans people to come out and she is

grateful for the support she gets.

Reporter:
Rosa 

Hepworth



A huge well done to Billy Blockley and his family who completed the Yorkshire Three Peaks of Pen-y-
ghent, Ingleborough and Whernside on Saturday in under 12 hours.

The classic 24-mile circular walk takes in all three peaks and spectacular scenery but make no mistake –
this is a tough challenge with over 1600m of ascent, 39.2 km in distance…

Billy and his family completed the walk in aid of the Sue Ryder Charity, a charity very close to them as a
family. If you would like to donate you can do so via Fundraiser by Richard Blockley : Raising money for
families dealing with cancer (gofundme.com).

Well done Billy, a fantastic achievement for a valuable cause.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/raising-money-for-families-dealing-with-cancer?qid=349c62e12846b971be154be9dac11494


While some of our Year 7 students have been building

resilience at camp, those in school have been building their

resilience in English. This week we have been studying 'Harry

Potter' extracts and analysing the language used by the writer.

We have been stunned by the vocabulary we have seen our

Year 7s using! This is enrichment to help link to 'A Midsummer

Night's Dream' and how magic is viewed in two very different

texts.

A shout out to the ten fantastic students below who have

achieved the most points since January. Taking into

consideration that including the half term holiday, there have

been 17 weeks of Bedrock, and that we ask for 20 points worth of

work each week… this is VERY impressive!

Amber Ramm - 997

Cerys Barson - 993

Ethan Harris - 987

Sophie Wallace-

Thompson - 975

Drew Longbottom - 867

Savana Bailey-Chamberlain - 1767

Megan Shaw - 1746

Alasdair Robinson - 1541

Evie Smales - 1401

Phoebe Mortimer- 1257



Key Stage 4 - Year 10 An Inspector Calls (AIC)

The English department  is constantly seeking new and engaging 

approaches to teaching GCSE texts and this week is no different! 

As part of a British Library lecture series, the session focuses on 

20th-century social politics, women’s and workers’ rights and 

explores two productions, in 1945 and 1992, to enrich students’ 

understanding of Priestley’s play.

Did you know? The play is set in 1912, one year after the 

Suffragettes’ march. In the play, Eva Smith and her fellow factory 

workers went on strike to campaign, in a similar way to these 

women marching to campaign for suffrage. We consider Mr 

Birling’s attitude to the strikers in the play, and any connections to 

this attitude you may find in the lyrics to the song.

“Comrades – ye who have dared first in 

the battle to strive and sorrow! Scorned, 

spurned – naught have ye cared, raising 

your eyes to a wider morrow. 

Firm in reliance, laugh a defiance laugh in 

hope for sure is the end, march, march –

many as one, shoulder to shoulder, and 

friend to friend.”

Did you know? J B Priestley wrote An Inspector Calls ‘at top 

speed’ in a week during the autumn of 1944. Although he offered it 

to several London theatres, none were available. Instead, he sent a 

copy of the script to Russia, where it had its world premiere on the 

day that World War 2 ended!

https://www.bl.uk/people/j-b-priestley


As part of our Contextual Curriculum, we are moving on to

focus on the topic of Social Justice. We began by looking at

the differences in development around the world, and

considered how levels of development can differ massively,

even in the same city. For example, students looked at

images from Nairobi in Kenya, from the huge modern sky

scrappers to the squatter settlements located on the outskirts

of the city. Students investigated the different ways

development can be measured, for example through life

expectancy, GDP per capita and the percentage of the

population with access to clean water.

Continuing with the focus of coastal landscapes, this week Year 9 have been looking in more detail at the

coastal landforms created through deposition and transportation. It is interesting to hear students' different

experiences at the coast and the variety of places they have visited.

After focusing on the climate and soils of hot deserts,

students have started to consider the opportunities for

development in the Thar Desert, India. For example, through

the job opportunities created as a result of tourism and

mineral extraction in the area. Following this, students are

evaluating the extent of these opportunities when taking into

consideration the extreme temperatures, lack of water supply

and inaccessibility and how these can reduce levels of

development.

Revision:

• Homework revision questions

• Use of Geography Knowledge Organisers

to create flashcards and mind maps

• Answer past papers

• Seneca

All of the above can be found on the

Geography OneDrive that has been emailed

to students.

Exam dates:

23 May, 7 June and 14 June

Year 11 – exam lead up

Year 8 – contextual curriculum

Year 9 – coastal landscapes

Year 9 – desert climate



Year 8 History: Contextual Media Update

Year 8 have continued their study of Social Justice with the question of ‘Did Nelson Mandela

get social justice for South Africa?’. Our first lesson explored the system of Apartheid through

a series of clues and students were shocked to discover that this continued until 1994.

Lessons continued with how the role of Mandela and other factors led to the end of apartheid.

Next week we will reflect upon our original question when considering the inequalities that

exist today.



BBG Maths Puzzles Week

What would you rather have? 

£1 billion or 1p on the first square of a chessboard, 2p on the 

second square of a chessboard, 4p on the third square, 8p on 

the second square. 

The number of pennies doubles on every square until the 

chessboard is full.

After you make your decision, give a mathematical reason.

How many squares on a chessboard?

Hint: the answer is not 64.

Find a number that has its letters in 

alphabetical order.

For example, FIVE has the first three letters 

in alphabetical order but not the last one.

When asked about his birthday, a man said:

"The day before yesterday I was only 25 and next year I 

will turn 28."

This is true only one day in a year - when was he born?

At a school fete people were asked to guess how many 

peas there were in a jar.

No one guessed correctly, but the nearest guesses were 

163, 169, 178 and 182.

One of the numbers was one out, one was three out, one 

was ten out and the other sixteen out.

How many peas were there in the jar?

To enter this puzzle competition please 

follow this link. 

https://tinyurl.com/d7ehztuh

You can enter as many as you like.

There will be prizes!

Good luck.

Deadline: Wednesday 18th May 2022

https://tinyurl.com/d7ehztuh


Europe Day

Europe Day, held on 9 May every year, celebrates peace and unity in

Europe. The date marks the anniversary of the historic ‘Schuman

Declaration’ that set out his idea for a new form of political cooperation in

Europe – the beginning of what is now the European Union.

The Schuman Declaration was presented by French foreign minister
Robert Schuman on 9 May 1950. It proposed the creation of a European
Coal and Steel Community.

The ECSC (founding members: France, West Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg) was the first of a series of
supranational European institutions that would ultimately become today's
"European Union".

Historical context

In 1950, the nations of Europe were still struggling to overcome the devastation wrought by World War II, which
had ended 5 years earlier.

Determined to prevent another such terrible war, European governments concluded that pooling coal and steel
production would – in the words of the Declaration – make war between historic rivals France and Germany
"not merely unthinkable, but materially impossible".

It was thought – correctly – that merging of economic interests would help raise standards of living and be the
first step towards a more united Europe. Membership of the ECSC was open to other countries.

The Europa building unites form and function and has become a political and architectural icon since it opened

for work in 2017.

The Europa building is at the centre of the EU district in Brussels and at the centre of the EU's decision-making.

This is where Europe's presidents, prime ministers and ministers meet to discuss and decide the issues that are

essential to the European Union's future.

From the inside the lantern is a place of activity and

work. From the outside it is a symbol of political hope

and unity.

If you walk around the building, you will be struck by

the colourful pattern adorning the floors, ceilings,

carpets — and even lift shafts. The multicoloured

surface creates a feeling of light and warmth

throughout the building. The joyful pattern features 62

colours in total.

The coloured blocks were designed by Belgian painter

and artist Georges Meurant, who has been creating

such patterns since the 1980s. His work is inspired by

Kasai embroideries from the Democratic Republic of

the Congo, whose geometries "trap the eye in endless

journeys".



Teacher: Mme Djokovic

WELL DONE TO ALL THE YEAR 11 STUDENTS FOR COMPLETING THEIR FRENCH 
SPEAKING EXAMS THIS WEEK! 

THAS WAS THE 1st OFFICIAL EXAM OF THE YEAR – ONWARDS AND UPWARDS FROM 
NOW ON! 



Teacher: Mrs Clough

9Pfr1 and 9QFr1: Both classes showed amazing resilience in their recent speaking
assessments. Speaking assessments are always nerve-wracking but these students put in
a lot of effort and achieved outstanding results. I am so pleased for them that their hard
work paid off.



Teacher: Ms Jones

Hakima Alade (Y11) – for working 
so hard and for going first to the 
GCSE French speaking exams this 
week

Matthew Brine (Y11) - it was lovely 
to see your improved confidence

Teacher: Mrs Santry

Sianna St Hilaire (Y7) – for 
involvement in lessons and 
enthusiasm

Yannick Wolf (Y7) – for involvement 
in lessons and enthusiasm



Congratulations Year 10!

Well done to the Year 10 Drama students who completed their

Performing and Presenting Texts unit this week. The groups

performed extracts from Girls Like That (Evan Placey),

Bouncers (John Godber) and Our Day Out (Willy Russell), and

were all absolutely brilliant. There was no sign of stage fright,

no forgotten lines, and very few nerves on show, and every

single student performed the best that they have ever done.

Thank you for making me so proud, Year 10!



With Year 7 out at camp this week those of us back at school had to decide what to teach the remaining students

without those who were away missing out. We decided it would be best to work on scientific skills. The students

were tasked with designing an experiment to determine which ball has the most efficient bounce. After deciding

what variables would be changed, measured and controlled the students designed their own tables to record

their results and off they went. After successfully completing the investigation, we were able to

discuss reproducibility and reliability of their results.

We can only hope the Year 7s on camp are being treated to Mr Walters' explanations of science within the
activities, I am sure they will appreciate it as much as the Year 8s did!

Last week at camp Mr Elcock and Miss Shannon managed to find Science in all the activities, whether it was

using moments to explain how to balance the seesaw in team building, or using crumple zones in their device to

safeguard a water balloon falling from a height. However, the most common use of science in the activities was

the use of belays to create friction in the ropes when the students were climbing, and Mr Elcock was thrilled to be

able to put this straight into action in his Year 8 lesson on pulleys. The students were given the apparatus and

asked to design their own pulley system, not an easy challenge which put their resilience to the test.



Way back in March this year it was British Science Week. You may remember reading about this and seeing

that the theme for this year was growth. To celebrate this our students were sent home with a starter kit to grow

their own sunflower. After 6 weeks the students sent in their entries, and we were very impressed with the size

some students had managed to achieve. Four students received a prize (their entries can be seen below), and

we would love to see them when they flower, so keep us posted via email or Twitter!



Bradley John, Qais Hussain, Ethan Caesar and Phoebe Strang

For showing interest and enthusiasm for the next unit -

European and worldwide tourism destinations

Brooke Ashe and Beth Davis

For focussed revision for the Unit 

1 exam next week

Daniel Walker

For completing maps 

outside the lesson

Iyran Walker

For finishing his merit task

Isobel Smith

For actively asking for 

resources to complete the work 

that she missed through 

absence

Chloe Dewhirst

For offering to help Isobel 

with her tasks and actively 

engaging in the lesson

Cym

Huddleston

For a very engaging and 

informative presentation 

on customer service skills

Iona 

Weatherstone

For overcoming her fears 

to deliver her presentation





ALLEGRA PODESTA-
ATKINS

For outstanding 
enthusiasm and 

commitment to learning 
in history

CONGRATULATIONS 
T O  Y O U  A L L !

JESS TRACEY
For standing up for 

others and being a good 
friend

ROBERT LOWE
For continued growth in 

confidence and his 
commitment to learning

MAISIE MORLEY
For being quietly 

awesome!

EVA LAU
For continued hard work 

across the curriculum

LEWIS HOLROYD
For always having a 

smile and a friendly word 
for everyone

MAISY GREENWOOD
For trying hard and 

having a positive attitude



Dexter Fish

Good contributions to 

Thought of the week 

discussions 

Noah Jackson and Hannah Porter

For always being model students!

Maddison Ayres

For never complaining 

at camp, even though 

she was feeling ill. A 

great attitude and 

resilience! 



ALFIE KEMP

BILLY BLOCKLEY

JOE LINGARD

Fantastic attitude to learning 
has shown great progress

100% commitment to academic 
work and a positive mindset

Great resilience and attitude 
in and out of school 

Amazing  efforts in  all her 
subjects especially Applied 

Resilience 
Superb contributions in 

History 

Working hard in all lessons 
and contributing to 

discussions

BRANDON 
HUDSON

Reducing comments and 
showing a positive mindset 

Working hard in all her 
lessons and showing a 

positive attitude 

JACK PICKLES

ALFIE WRIGHT

EMILIA 
STOCKHILL

HANNAH 
DAVIES



BBG Academy
Year 10

Oliver Thornton
Excellent attitude in 

lessons and around 

school. Oliver has had a 

great start after half term 

and is making good 

progress in his subjects.

Aaron Opacic
Polite, hard-working and a 

pleasure to have in form. 

Always prepared and 

ready to learn

Jemima Eklid
Always pleasant to talk to 

and contributes well to 

form time discussions

Nominations by

Mr Jedry



STARS OF THE WEEK
CHARLIE TOPLEY AND LIAM WOOD

A resilient and determined student with a bright 

future ahead! Charlie is an absolute delight, 

popular amongst his peers and staff.

Liam is such a positive and bright influence at BBG. 

He is hard working, kind and nothing but a joy 

within the classroom and around school.





The theme of this year's mental

health awareness week is

loneliness.

https://youtu.be/XCnJ8s69LlU

How do you think this week's quote

links to the theme of loneliness?

In 2018 the BBC carried out a

loneliness survey watch the video

summarising the results The

Anatomy of Loneliness

Are you surprised by the findings?

Do you think these results would be

the same if the study was done

again in 2022?

Are you now aware of the

difference between feeling lonely

and being alone. People who feel

lonely are often surrounded by

others. When might people most

lonely and how do you think they

can be supported?

Is there anything else school could

do to help prevent loneliness –

remember we have

tellsomebody@bbgacademy.com if

any students are struggling.

Discussion points

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

9 May 2022

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Mental Health Awareness Week

Red Cross Week

Food Allergy Awareness Week

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS 

MONTH
• Maternal Mental Health Month

• National Walking Month

.

A helping 
hand can be a ray of 
sunshine in a cloudy 

world

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

King George VI of 

the United Kingdom was

British politician Winston Churchill faced 

the House of Commons for the first time as

crowned following the abdication of Edward 

VIII.

prime minister and told the members that “I have nothing to offer but 

blood, toil, tears and sweat.”

https://youtu.be/XCnJ8s69LlU
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2yzhfv4DvqVp5nZyxBD8G23/who-feels-lonely-the-results-of-the-world-s-largest-loneliness-study
mailto:tellsomebody@bbgacademy.com




https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

Ofsted Parent View questions

My child is happy at this school My child feels safe at this school

The school makes sure its students are well behaved My has been bullied and the school dealt with the 
bullying quickly and effectively

The school makes me aware of what my child will 
learn during the year

When I have raised concerns with the school they 
have been dealt with properly

Does your child have special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND)?

The school has high expectations for my child

My child does well at this school The school lets me know how my child is doing

There is a good range of subjects available to my child 
at this school

My child can take part in clubs and activities at this 
school

The school supports my child’s wider personal 
development

I would recommend this school to another parent 
(yes or no)

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


Free online safety

resources and training

for parents







Daniel Walker

Great effort levels in PE 

this week during Hockey

Charlie Turpin

For showing great 

listening skills and 

improving his 

knowledge of rounders 

rules

Ibraheem

Arshaad

For showing great effort 

in PE and scoring 3 

points for his team in 

tunnel ball.

Charlie 

Gaukroger
A fantastic start to PE at 

BBG. Showed great 

application of skills to 

the games in Basketball



Alfie Ward

Fantastic engagement in 

GCSE PE

Leo Hodgson

Fantastic effort and 

attitude during PE 

lessons. Leo has made 

great progress this 

year, well done

Seth Pierpoint

Great work during PE. 

Seth encouraged his 

teammates and led by 

example during this 

week's lesson.

Skye Bent
Encouraging others in 

trampolining



Jake Heaton

Consistently brilliant 

effort levels in GCSE PE

Hudson Rowan

For a great batting 

performance in the U15 

Yorkshire cup cricket 

match v Harrogate 

grammar .

Matilda Skelly-

Steward
fab effort in fitness



Massive congratulations to our Year 7 and Year 10 netball teams who have secured 1st place in the Bradford 

Schools Netball League for the 2021/22 Academic Year.

This is a fantastic achievement, and there have been some superb fixtures played through the academic year.

We are so proud of all our netball squads this season, with Year 8s finishing in 6th place, and Year 9 and Year 

11 finishing 3rd in their respective leagues. Results secured are a testament to the Netball Academy students’ 

resilience, hard work and commitment throughout the season.

Thank you to all Netball Academy students for their efforts this year. We are so excited for next year already!



On Wednesday the under 15 cricket team consisting of Year 9 and 10 students competed in the Yorkshire T20

cup. We hosted Harrogate Grammar at our home ground, East Bierley Cricket Club.

BBG batted first and suffered an early blow when Jake Heaton was out in the second over as a result of an

excellent yorker. Fellow opener and captain, Hudson Rowan knew he would have to steady the ship and

produce a captains innings in response. That was exactly what he did as he batted the full 20 overs for an

impressive 63 against a strong bowling attack. They were a few contributions from the other BBG batsmen like

Tim Keating and George Walker, but none that made it into double figures. BBG finished on 98-7.

The change of innings was where Harrogate Grammar showed their quality. They got off to a fast start scoring

13 off the first over and this was a sign of what was to come. The two opening batters, both of which played

representative cricket, made light work of the total posted by BBG and reached the target of 98 without losing

their wicket.

The game was played in great spirit by both sides and there was some great cricket on show. Thank you to

East Bierley for yet again accommodating our games this year and supporting us to provide the opportunity for

our students to play competitive cricket.

U15s




