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We reported last week that three of our students

were competing at Crufts. Charlotte Robertshaw,

Adam and Isla Boocock are no strangers to the

event having had success in previous years.

Charlotte’s 3rd place success this year with Golden

Retriever Herbie was bittersweet as it is the last

year she can compete as a junior. Charlotte and

Herbie will be competing in the senior competition

next year.

Adam and Isla had an incredibly early start on

Saturday competing with Connie in the Flyball.

Connie was the fastest dog in the team taking just

4.02 seconds to compete her leg. The Northern
Young Guns team secured their Crufts PB with a time of 16.65 seconds. Winning two

games and losing one placed them 5th in the prestigious competition.

Incredible success for all three of our students, and what a wonderful experience.



Year 10 students Alexie Hulley and Olivia 

Baker have achieved more success, this 

time at TDCI Pennine Championships in 

the North Light Dance Festival.

Alexie was crowned Champion of the Senior Song and Dance and Olivia achieved a fabulous sixth place in the

Senior Modern Championship. We think they are going to need a bigger trophy cabinet! Well done girls, we do

not underestimate the commitment required to maintain such an excellent standard, we are very proud of you

both.



Now that the mocks are done and the results

are starting to trickle in, we are seeing more

and more students struggling to cope with

their disappointment. We hear things like:

• 'I did so rubbish!'

• 'I can't do History!'

• 'I'm failing at everything.'

It can be heartbreaking to hear such despair

from such young people – convinced that

because they didn't get what marks they were

hoping for, that their lives (as they know it) are

over.

Disappointment and How to Manage It

Some students even feel disappointment when they get the marks that they wanted! Sigmund Freud wrote

about this in an essay in 1916 – discussing people who were 'wrecked by success'. He said that these people

who experienced success were devastated because they believed that what they had achieved wasn't special

– that it wasn't deserved. This kind of 'imposter syndrome' then led them to disappointment because they didn't

believe they'd done anything worth celebrating.

I mention this only because disappointment can be such a complex and convoluted thing – and no matter WHY

you're feeling let down after the mocks, the most important part of all of this is what you do NEXT.

Will you let this galvanize you to bigger and better things?

Will this disappointment spur you to action, seeking to understand what went wrong and how you can improve

it?

Will you use this time effectively to move on from, and put behind you, the disappointments of the mock

season?

Take a deep breath. Consider how you're feeling, and re-assess the situation you find yourself in. Turn that

disappointment into a challenge – and make improvements based on the things you got wrong the first

time. With a clear head, an honest assessment, and ideas about how to improve – you're going to find that

you've got a clear path in front of you.

The mocks are not the end – they are just the beginning!



Be sure to tag us on Twitter @bbgacademy when you’ve made your delicious meals!  Be sure to tag us on Twitter @bbgacademy when you’ve made your delicious meals!  

Some of the most straightforward supports for students as they prepare for exams are also the most fundamental

– sleep, food, relaxation. We can help you with FOOD – in our series showing you the Pixl ‘Power to Perform’

recipes that are brain boosting AND delicious!



Holi: The Festival of colours

Reporter:
Cerys Barson

Holi is a Hindu festival of love and new beginnings and marks the end of winter. It also

celebrates the victory of good over evil. The festival usually takes place over two days,

this year it was on the 8th march. Hindus all over the world gather in crowds, throwing
coloured powder into the air. Many also use water balloons to make the powder stick. Each colour has a

different, special meaning. For example, the God Krishna is represented by blue powder, while red is for love

and yellow signifies healing and cooking. The whole festival isn’t just about throwing powder though!

On the first day of Holi, many Hindus light bonfires, as they believe it purifies the air of anything evil. Offerings

such as corn, coconuts and chickpeas are burnt on the bonfires to thank their god for the crops. Like many other

Hindu festivals, Holi is a time for families to be together, eat delicious food and dance traditional dances.

These traditions may vary throughout the world, but all of them are based on Indian mythology. In many places,

the festival is associated with the legend of Hiranyakashipu, a demon in ancient India.

Hiranyakashipu was an evil King, he had special powers that made him invincible, and he wanted everyone in

his kingdom to worship him. He was so powerful, that her started to act like a god and punish or kill anyone who

disobeyed him. Hiranyakashipu had a son called Prahlad. He disobeyed his father and worshiped the God

Vishnu instead of him, so his father planned to kill him. The king asked his sister Holika to help kill Prahlad.

Holika had a special cloak that would protect her from fire. She planned to trick Prahlad by taking him into a fire.

However, because she was using her powers for evil, the plan failed, and the cloak flew from Holika and covered

Prahlad. He was safe, and Vishnu defeated the king. That is why Hindus light bonfires on Holi to represent the

triumph of good over evil.

In other parts of the world, the story of Krishna and Radha is central in the festival. Krishna fell in love with a

milkmaid but was embarrassed that he had dark blue skin and hers was fair. To change this, Krishna playfully

coloured Radha’s face during a

game. This is thought to be one

of the origins of the water and

powder throwing.

In this country, devotees gather

at temples to light holy fires and

give offerings to God. It is a time

of reflection, to cleanse any

untoward thoughts and to

reinforce the strong message of

good over evil, which presides in

many aspects of the Hindu faith.







In religious studies, students have been learning

about charities that help the victims of natural

disasters and those living in absolute poverty.

From a geographical perspective, students have started to look at climate protests such as ‘Stop Oil’ and

Greta Thunberg’s school protest. This followed examination of electric vehicles and why we need them!

From a historical perspective Year 8 students have continued to explore the question of ‘How did we get here?’

in the study of our Contextual Curriculum topic ‘The Burning Planet’. Previous lessons have told the story of a

historical climate crisis in the form of ‘The Little Ice Age’. This week, we analysed the impact of this in the Great

Famine of 1315 and developed our source enquiry skills!

Year 8



Snow Day doesn’t stop Year 11 students preparing for summer examinations – 34 lessons to go!!!!

Romeo and Juliet

Hudson Rowan

Georgina Baldwin

Mrs Voyce’s

Year 11 Class



The BBG Bookcase recommendations for children to read and make

progress when reading. Statistically students that read independently

do better at school. Please encourage your children of all ages to

continue reading daily – 10 minutes before bedtime as a minimum will

make all the difference.

NB for parents/carers: Please check online reviews if you have

any queries about the suitability of a book before your child reads it.

Year 7



Year 8

NB for parents/carers: Please check online reviews if you have any queries about the suitability of a book 

before your child reads it.



Year 9

NB for parents/carers: Please check online reviews if you have any queries about the suitability of a book 

before your child reads it.



Year 10

NB for parents/carers: Please check online reviews if you have any queries about the suitability of a book 

before your child reads it.



Year 11

NB for parents/carers: Please check online reviews if you have any queries about the suitability of a book 

before your child reads it.



Year 7 are still on with exploring the extreme conditions found in

Antarctica. This week they are focusing on looking at why the ice is

shrinking and what evidence there is of this. This includes

investigating who the ‘Ice Man’ was and how he died! His body was

preserved under the ice so students have been trying to work out

how he died.

Year 9 and 10 are both looking at coastal processes and this week

are starting to explore The Holderness Coast, the fastest eroding

coastline in Europe! The year 10 students will be visiting here at the.

Year 11 are building up for their final fieldtrip which was today! (pictures to follow next

week!). This week in lessons they are revisiting key fieldwork skills before going to Leeds

where they will complete an environmental survey and a questionnaire. The focus is on the

regeneration of parts of the city and whether or not they have being successful.

Year 9

Year 7

Year 11

Year 10

end of April on their first fieldtrip. In lessons both

year groups are getting to see places close to

home which are at risk of coastal erosion.



Year 11 Revision Websites

There are so many resources available on the internet. 

Here are some of our favourites.

We use Edexcel exam board. If your teacher is Mrs 

Hammond, Mr McAulay, Mrs Norrrington or Mrs Brazier 

you will be taking the Higher paper. All other classes 

are taking the Foundation paper.

onmaths

https://www.onmaths.com/

This website has practice papers that you can complete 

online.

Mathsgenie

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

This website has many practice papers that you can 

download. Also it has a section that is graded so 

that you can find work and answers on specific 

topics.

ExamQ

https://www.examq.co.uk/

This is a website where you can search for 

certain topics and then find exam questions 

on that topic.

CorbettMaths

https://corbettmaths.com/

This website has all sorts of resources and great 

videos.

The GCSE Maths Tutor

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheGCSEMathsTutor/videos

?app=desktop

This a great YouTube channel that has many exam 

paper ‘walk through’ videos.

In addition, there are 

Sparx and Hegarty 

(whichever your 

teacher uses) which 

have many videos 

and practice 

questions.

https://www.onmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.examq.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheGCSEMathsTutor/videos?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheGCSEMathsTutor/videos?app=desktop


This week 

on Sparx, 

these 

students 

have 

moved up 

an XP level 

on Sparx. 

Well done 

& keep up 

the hard 

work.

Pi Day is celebrated on 14th March each year because if it was written 

numerically in the USA order, the date would be 3/14 or 3.14

In Mrs Shahid’s lesson, Dexter Hughes in year 9 could recall Pi to 47 

decimal places in 35 seconds and year 8 celebrated Pi Day by 

discovering the first 17 decimal places through games.



Cheesy French toast with ham & grilled vine tomatoes

Ingredients

• 5 eggs, beaten

• 4 tbsp milk

• 140g gruyere cheese, grated

• 1 tbsp chopped chives

• knob of butter

• 1large baguette, thickly sliced

• 250g cherry tomatoes on the 

vine

• olive oil, for grilling

• 250g sliced ham -

• watercress, to serve

Method

STEP 1: Heat the grill to high. In 

a shallow bowl, whisk together 

the eggs, milk, cheese and 

chives. Melt the butter in a large 

non-stick pan over a medium 

heat. Dip slices of bread into the 

egg mixture, then place them in 

the pan. Cook for 3-5 mins on 

each side, or until golden and 

crisp, then keep warm in a low 

oven if you need to.

29th March 845 - Paris is sacked by Viking 

raiders, probably under Ragnar Lodbrok, who 

collects a huge ransom in exchange for leaving

13th March 1634 - First meeting of what would 

become the Academie Francaise in Paris at the 

house of Valentin Conrart. The Académie is the 

official authority on French language and 

publishes the official dictionary.

France produces over 1,500 types of cheese and more than 95% of the 

French population eats cheese. French cheeses have several defining 

characteristics such as how long they age, the process of making the 

cheese, and how mouldy they are.

Epoisses is an unpasteurised cow’s milk cheese which is banned on 

French public transport because of its pungent aroma!

STEP 2: Place the vine tomatoes on a baking tray, drizzle with a little oil and season with salt and pepper. 

Grill until they start to soften and blister. On a large platter, pile up the cheesy French bread, grilled tomatoes, 

sliced ham and a pile of watercress, and let everyone dig in.





Miss Easby:

Hannah Peace, Zaid Patel 
and Emily Onyszko for being 
quietly awesome every 
lesson.

Mrs Clough:

Maisie Pye, William 
Nicholson and Emily Boyce 
for improved effort and 
attainment in French.

Miss Jones: 

Darcey Arnold and Hannah Norrington for your 
achievements in the 150-word writing.



Miss Easby: Sam 
Robertshaw, Logan Pinder 
and Owen Sheard for being 
fully engaged and 
participating in lessons.

Mrs Clough: Sam Whitely 
and Spencer Hartley for 
completing topic-based tasks 
on Seneca.

Miss Jones: Georgia Watts 
for improvement in writing. 
Jacob Jones for rising to the 
challenge of translating a 
poem from French into 
English thereby winning 
himself an early Easter egg, 
well done!

Mrs Santry: Unique Ball and 
Amber Smith for increased 
confidence and participation



Year 8 Social Media Performance
This half term’s Year 8 Performing Arts lessons are on the theme of social media, and students are exploring the

benefits and pitfalls of social media platforms for young people. They are creating a whole class performance

which shows both the positive and negative aspects of social media.

These are some of the pros and cons that students highlighted in our class discussions:

Positives:

• Social media is great for staying in touch with 

friends. This was particularly important to young 

people during lockdown. 

• Gaming against other people is so much more 

fun than playing alone

• It can be good for self-esteem if someone likes 

your post or makes positive comments.

• It’s great for sharing your news or arranging to 

meet up with friends.

• Targeted advertising means that shopping is so 

much easier.

• It can help to build community links and create a 

sense of belonging.

• It is entertaining

• It can raise awareness of important issues.

• Platforms such as YouTube enable people to 

share their creativity and gain publicity.

Negatives:

• It can become addictive

• You don’t always know who you are talking to.

• It can lead to cyber-bullying

• If someone makes negative comments it can 

reduce self-esteem

• It can lead to gossip and spread rumours

• It can spread fake news, and people believe 

everything they read.

• It can lead to peer pressure



We were delighted to be invited to Birkenshaw CE Primary School to support

practical science, specifically the circulatory system.

The Year 6 teachers of Triton and Europa came to

our open evening in September and saw us

dissecting. They asked if we could come into

school and help deliver some transition science

lessons.

Students learnt about what organs are in the

circulatory system, what is in blood and what these

things do (function).

Year 6 were amazing and learnt that the heart is made up of 4 chambers. We modelled with our hands where

the blood entered the heart (veins) and where the blood left the heart (arteries).

We used the words VA VA to help us remember where the blood came in (veins), what chambers it flowed

through (atrium, then ventricle) and the name of the blood vessels, where the blood came out (away) from the

heart (arteries). We chanted: Vein, Atrium, Ventricle, Artery (away). Both Triton and Europa were very

enthusiastic!

Students were shown how to dissect a heart. Working in small groups they safely used scissors, scalpels and

tweezers to dissect their own hearts. They discussed the difference in the thickness of the 2 sides of the heart,

the 4 chambers, the blood vessels and valves.



BBG colleagues were so

impressed by their willingness to

try something new, and out of

their comfort zone.

All students could label up the heart and explain which side

of the heart pumps the body and which side pumps to the

lungs.

A big thank you to Mrs Eyes for taking the time to work with

the students at Birkenshaw, we know she enjoyed it very

much.

The students showed great resilience, fantastic group work skills

and amazing oracy!



Year 6 also learnt about the structure of the lungs.

The lungs

Bronchioles

Alveoli  (Air 

sacs)

Blood 

capillaries

If we could look inside the lungs, you would see a network of tubes branching out and

getting thinner and thinner. This is a bit like an upside down tree! The trunk is the

trachea, the branches are the bronchi and the twigs are the bronchioles. The alveoli

are like bunches of grapes.

Trachea

The students also learnt about the structure of the 

lungs. Triton and Europa classes should be very 

proud of themselves. Their behaviour, effort and 

enthusiasm was outstanding.

We can’t wait to teach you at BBG!

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-vector/human-lungs-respiratory-system-healthy-light-764455342


Cameron Burston

Great focus when 

researching his 

organisations.

Emily Taylor

Great focus when 

researching her 

organisations.

Daisy Hallam

Great focus on Customer 

service tasks

Niamh Hutchison

Working independently and 

in her own time to catch up 

on coursework.

Gemma Davies-Carr

Working independently and 

in her own time to catch up 

on coursework.

Phoebe Strang

Working independently and 

in her own time to catch up 

on coursework.

Chloe Dewhirst

Working independently and 

in her own time to catch up 

on coursework.

Holly Kershaw

Great focus on Customer 

service tasks



SOPHIE HAIGH
A fantastic student who 
supports and cares for 

others

SAMUEL CUNNINGHAM
For awesome effort in 

online learning

CONGRATULATIONS 
T O  Y O U  A L L !MILLER PALMER

A great start to a new 
school. Welcome to the 

team, Miller!

WILLOW PEASLEY
For fighting and standing 
up for issues that matter 

to her and others

SUMMER PEARSON
For working hard and 
doing the right thing

IMOGEN DALBY
For outstanding effort in 

everything she does

HENRY WHARTON
For his cheerful and 

hardworking approach to 
everything



Imogen Barnes

Imogen has a tremendous work ethic which 
means she is making great progress in all her 

lessons.  She is polite, well-mannered and 
mature.  Imogen is a pleasure to have in the 

year group. 

Sofia Briggs 

Gonzalez

Sofia has made fantastic progress.  She 
has received some great feedback from 
different lessons, and she is becoming a 

role model to her peers.  Well done, 
Sofia, keep up the good work. 

Kaden Newsome

Kaden has had a great week. I have seen 
the noticeable change in effort and 

attitude around school meaning he has 
been making progress inside and outside 

of lessons.  Well done on a good week 
Kaden, keep up the good work. 



OLIVIA ADGIE
for continuing to try her 

hardest each day

LUCAS 

MURRAY
for being amazingly kind 

and helpful to other students 

during break times

JESSIE 

BROWN
for being quietly awesome

TOM BROWN
for always completing his 

Maths homework, without fail, 

to the best of his ability

ADAM 

BOOCOCK
for participating at Crufts 

last weekend, achieving 

5th place in one of the 

rounds! 
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Consistently 
working well in 

English and always 
looking to improve

Improved 
dedication and 

attitude towards 
learning in English

Fantastic effort levels 
and attitude in PE

Always getting 
things right in 

lessons

Lovely, polite 
member of Year 10 

who is always 
working hard

Finishing 6th in the TDCI 
Senior Modern 
Championship

Showing great 
independence in his 
learning in English

ALEXIE HULLEY
WINNING THE TDCI SENIOR 

SONG AND DANCE 
CHAMPSIONSHIP



STARS OF THE WEEK
GEORGINA BALDWIN, LEAH BLAKEWAY AND HUDSON ROWAN

NOMINATED BY MR SMITH

All students are consistently working hard, focused, 
resilient and all-round superstars!





BBG ACADEMY

Available to all students

Fully washed and ironed 

Please contact reception

Options: 

Get new (used) items 

Swap for a larger/smaller size Donate old 

uniform

Please email: uniform@bbgacademy.com







This fortnight celebrates International Women’s

Day (International Men’s Day is in November),

the theme this year is equity. Using your

dictionaries, find out what the word equity

means.

Equity = the quality of being fair and impartial.

Why do you think that this is the theme for

International Women’s Day?​

Have you heard of International Women’s day

before? Why do you think it is important?

Watch this video. Why do you think it has taken

so long for societal views to have changed?

Have they always changed positively?

Are there any careers or sectors of

employment where being female is still male

dominated? Why do you think that this is?​

DO you think we will ever live in a completely

gender equal society?​

Discussion points

THOUGHT OF THE FORTNIGHT
Beginning 6 March 2023

FORTNIGHTLY EVENTS
Fairtrade Fortnight

National Careers Week

British Pie Week

International Women’s Day

British Science Week

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS 

MONTH
• Eating Disorder Awareness Month

• Walk All Over Cancer

• Dechox

.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

EVERYONE DESERVES TO 
BE TREATED THE SAME

1959

The first Barbie doll goes on sale

1899

Bayer patents Aspirin

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PzWnljCpL0


Free online safety

resources and training

for parents





Kiera Voyce

Revising 6 markers 

independently. Fantastic 

resilience!

Ryan Parkin

For being the Blooket

champion on snow day

Hudson Rowan

Revising 6 markers 

independently. Fantastic 

resilience!

Libby Metcalf

Revising 6 markers 

independently. Fantastic 

resilience!



Jack Dawson

Great effort when 

refining skills in GCSE 

PE

Isaac Graham
Great effort and attitude 

in PE this week. Isaac 

not only pushed himself 

but encouraged others 

during our fitness 

competition. Fantastic 

work.

Finley Supple
Great effort and attitude 

in PE this week. Finley 

not only pushed himself 

but encouraged others 

during our fitness 

competition. Fantastic 

work.

Noah Jackson

Great effort and attitude 

in Health and Fitness 

this week



Aoife Sugden

Great contributions in 

GCSE theory lessons 

along with great 

progress in trampolining

Junior Alton

Shows great resilience 

in PE and attending 

afterschool sports clubs

.

Matilda Finn

Continued hard work 

and great commitment 

towards her GCSE PE

Stevie Fisher

Constantly working 

hard to improve his 

knowledge in GCSE PE





Congratulations to the Year 

9 Netball team who won 

the Spen Valley 

Tournament hosted at 

BBG. They were unbeaten 

throughout the evening. 

BBG Team 2 also came 

3rd. Massive 

congratulations to all 

the amazing Academy girls 

involved!

This week the Year 10 and 11 GCSE PE 

students went to the John Charles Centre for 

Sport to complete their athletics 

assessments. Although it was not quite the 

weather for Athletic events, the students 

enjoyed their afternoon out and put in some 

great work to contribute towards their GCSE 

marks.



Evie Smales had her 2nd 'Skills' fight at Bradford Hotel on the 25th February.

A skills fight is for the early stages of boxing, and usually boxers have up to 6 skills fight before bouts start to

occur.

Evie has been boxing since lockdown, so around 3 years, and boxes down at the Training Cave.

We think it is brilliant that Evie is found a new sport that she loves, and we are really excited to see her in future

skills fights, and maybe even bouts!



Year 8 v Whitcliffe @Home 

Friday 17th March

Year 11 v MFG Away Monday 

20th March

Year 10 v Heckmondwike

Won 3-1

Year 9 & 10 Ilkley Rugby 7's 

Tournament Wednesday 29th 

March

20th March - Year 7, 8 & 10 Vs 
South Craven (A)

22nd March – Year 8 Vs Spen

Tournament (A)

23rd March – Year 7, 8 & 9 Vs 

Skipton (A)

Year 9 Spen Tournament – 1st & 

3rd
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