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Another week in France is drawing to a close, and more 

of our Year 7s have had the opportunity to experience the 

activities and culture on offer. This week our students 

have shared camp with new friends from Brayton and 

Featherstone Academies, and it has been wonderful to 

see the photos of students from the different academies 

enjoying the trip together.











Six Triple Eight

Reporter: 
Cerys Barson

The Six Triple Eight was a battalion of black women who were erased from history.

The story of a battalion, who came to England to solve the postal crisis, has been

hidden for years, but now, finally, the women are getting the recognition they should

have always had.

In 1945, the US army sent out a message for help with the postal service to clear a

two-year postal back log in England. 855 women answered and set sail from

America to England. They settled in Birmingham and joined the 6888th Central Postal

Directory Battalion. They were given six months, but by completing twenty-four-hour

shifts, the battalion of women sorted through seventeen million packages in around

three months.

Col Edna Cummings, a retired Army Officer who served for

twenty-five years said, “I seldom heard anything about black

women serving in World War Two, it’s like they were deleted

from history.” Why is it that the majority of people haven’t heard

about these incredible women until now?

Col Cummings has been the catalyst for the women’s global

recognition. She has raised money for the women, co- produced

a documentary about the battalion and is working hard to bring

recognition to all the women who played a part during the war.

Major Charity Adams became the first ever black woman to

command an overseas battalion in America and helped solve a

huge problem. By sorting through so many packages and

letters, the women helped boost spirits of the soldiers on the

front line, who had lost communication with their loved ones due

to a lack of postal services. They played a pivotal part in the

war, but why haven’t they been given the credit they deserved?

The Six Triple Eight battalion faced numerous challenges

including racism and gender discrimination. The women also

worked in cramped, dark, cold buildings with letters and parcels

stacked in huge piles. Many women reported that they had seen

mice and rats which nibbled at packages that contained food.

Despite all of these challenges, the women earned themselves a

reputation for their dedication and efficiency. Their motto was:

No mail, low morale. It just shows how incredibly hard these

women worked and how dedicated they were to their country.

However, when these women returned home, they were not greeted with awards, ceremonies or any recognition

of their achievements. Why did it take eighty years for the women to finally become recognised as war heroes?

The Six Triple Eight battalion’s story is now being told and getting the credit it deserves. Tyler Perry has created

a film based on their story which is on Netflix. A statue was built in Kanas in 2018 and in 2021, Joe Biden signed

the Six Triple Eight Congressional Gold Medal Act to award the women. A musical is also being planned on

Broadway.

The 6888th Battalion played such a vital role in WW2, but they had to fight to prove that they were individuals and 

to prove wrong the misconceptions about African American women as soldiers. In World War two, African 

Americans accounted for 5.7% of all the women in the army, but now, they account for over 35% of women in the 

Army. This shows how far women have had to come to earn their place and the challenges they faced, just so 

that now anyone can join the army, no matter your gender or race.



Easter Island, and Moai – A Short Article

Reporter:
Dexter Hughes

Easter Island is famous – being almost 4,000 kilometres off the coast of Chile,

making it one of the remotest pieces of land. It not only has fascinating culture, but

houses some of the most breathtaking structures ever built, in my opinion; it's well-

known for its unique dishes and balmy climate, and is a very popular holiday

destination for tourists today. Before we talk about it as a potential place to visit,

however, I find it necessary that we learn some of the island's history first.

Many historians argue that Easter Island was discovered by the Polynesian people

in and around the year 1000, and its inhabitants, after two tribes fought for

decades for the possession of the island, began to create a thriving society

thereafter. Like most places, sadly, it soon suffered deforestation when those who

lived there sought to make more room for huts and farms, and disease and slave

raiders from Peru, in the 1860s, reduced the population to an all-time low.

One of the lasting achievements of

the tribes on the island were their

statues, often referred to as Maio (not

to be confused with Maui – see

bottom right). These structures, a

sight to behold and even making their

way into our emoji keyboards, were,

with supreme skill, crafted by hand;

just short of 900 of these sculptures

have been erected on the island and,

despite Spanish people's attempts in

the 1770s to topple them to ruin the

morale of the tribes, are still standing.

These statues are the primary, though not the sole, reason why

Easter Island is so popular today. Their majesty, seeming

determination and pride inspire awe in any that see them, and they

are even looked upon as rivals to stone-henge in their stone-set

brilliance. Islands like these are brilliant places to visit, if images,

though they would never be able to capture the full sensation, are

anything to go by – yes, it's very

different to the UK, and even

European islands, but that's what

one should both seek and expect in

travel.

It approaches 3:30 - this article has

only been short, but I hope it's been

enlightening or entertaining for you,

my reader; perhaps, even, it can

inform the decision for your next

holiday! Remember to think outside

of the continent, and outside our

culture, and you won't be
disappointed with wherever you go!



Back in October we were visited by one of our ward councilors, Ashley Fothergill, and Michelle Ross who works

as a Young People’s Engagement Officer for Kirklees Council. The Community Champions were given the very

important role of speaking for the younger generation in the Listening To Birkenshaw consultation, led by Ashley.

This was a village-wide survey of opinions about what makes Birkenshaw a great place to live, but also what

would make it even better still.

Well, the results are in, and this week Ashley and Michelle

joined the Community Champions again to feed back the

results of the consultation, and ask them some more really

important questions.

The results of the consultation reflected the views of a

wide age range, and asked people to rate traffic and

parking, natural space, work and local economy, feeling

safe, moving around, facilities and amenities, and a whole

host of other topics. The themes which came out as being

most important to the people of the village were…

• Identity and Belonging

• Housing and Community

• Natural Space

… although being so close to the M62 and having had a

major road project recently, traffic and parking was also

rated as very important.

After Ashley shared the findings, he asked the students to

vote once more. He explained that there was a limited

amount of funding, and it was impossible to tackle

everything all at once, so asked the students to prioritise

where money should be spent. For example, he asked if

parking should be more of a focus than pavement repairs.

The students’ engagement in the discussions was

excellent, and Ashley took away some valuable

information. There was also mention of some very exciting

projects for BBG students to get involved with in the future,

so watch this space!!





This week the History department were delighted to host a brand new cohort of Year 7 pupils and kickstart

what will hopefully be a long and illustrious career in history. Teachers of history were flexible in the lessons

they delivered, but were asked that each lesson covered historical discussion, an activity that would engage

students when studying the past, and possibly a brief outline of their historical journey at BBG Academy.

Activities included a ‘Murder Mystery’ task in which students engaged with an intriguing puzzle that built up

their source skills, or an opportunity to design their own chivalric Coat of Arms in line with real guidance that

knights used to design their heraldry in the past. Students engaged in these tasks with enthusiasm and an

open mind, and we as a department are excited to host their studies going forwards next year.

Example of Transition Work Pupils used clues to build their source skills



This is a question that Maths teachers are asked on a regular basis. 

Follow this link to a short video to answer this.

Resource - AMSP

Applications of 

Mathematics –

Mathigon

There are so

many applications of Maths in the 

world we live in. 

Predicting the weather is one.

The link below is website with 

examples.

https://amsp.org.uk/resource/0bf4eee3-2cdd-4d2d-20d2-08db3f43754c/
https://mathigon.org/applications


Recognising success in 

Performing Arts this week

Freddie Davis
An enthusiastic start to Year 

10 Performing Arts and 

some great ideas for his first 

performance

Maya Barson
Great work in her singing 

lessons with Mrs Bennett

Sam Avison
Excellent response to 

feedback and good 

teamwork

Georgia Bolton
Incredibly supportive of 

others and inclusive of 

everyone

Arabella Coubrough
Enthusiasm and creativity 

during improvisation task

Imogen Dalby
Great contributions to her 

group and increase in 

confidence



Science club have been taking advantage of the recent good weather and for the past few weeks have taken

their investigations outside. This week we built and tested rockets.

Our rockets were powered by nothing

more than air pressure, provided by a

foot pump. Students pumped until

they reached their desired pressure

before retreating to a safe distance

and pressing the pressure release to

launch their rocket into the air.

This week's most successful rocket

scientist was Josselin, with a small

but incredibly aerodynamic rocket

that soared way above our heads!

As the end of the year approaches, I’d like to take the time to thank each and

every student that has attended science club this year. Every single young

scientist has showcased creativity and resilience and has been a pleasure to

work with.

The trick to a good rocket

is excellent aerodynamics;

without such the rocket

flies uncontrollably and

doesn’t get very far!



Eliza Duffin

The epitome of resilience! When things are 

tough, Eliza has been tougher. Eliza faces 

challenges every single day, and does so with a 

smile, with determination and with strength

Camilla Howard

Camilla has had a fantastic start to Year 8. She 

has had a brilliant attitude to learning, worked 

really hard on building relationships with others, 

and tackled new challenges with maturity and 

positivity

Archie Firth

Archie’s start to Year 8 has been really positive. 

He has had a commendable approach to his new 

subjects and teachers, and has been mature in the 

way he has faced new challenges. Well done 

Archie!



OLIVER WARD
Oliver is a polite, mature and well-mannered young man 

who has recently improved his attitude to school. Keep up 

the good work

HARRY JUBB
Amazing contribution to the first aid 

curriculum. His attitude and selflessness 

meant that he was able to help others make 

great progress

REBECCA DOCHERTY
Rebecca has had a brilliant start to Year 9.  her 

attitude and work ethic have been fantastic. Well 

done!

OSCAR HILLS
Oscar has had a brilliant start to Year 9, his attitude to 

his new subjects has been brilliant, he walks round 

school with a smile on his face which is great to see! 
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Super start to Year 10
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Excellent enthusiasm 
with his maths

Having a great start 
to Year 10 
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Always polite and 
mature and has made a 

great start to Year 10 
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Great contribution to 
form times and 

lessons – Superstar! 
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STARS OF THE WEEK
AOIFE SUGDEN, MORGAN REISIS AND GEORGIA WATTS

For always being a happy positive member of Year 11.  Aoife 
always works hard in school and is doing really well in her 

extracurricular activities as well.

For being quietly awesome. Morgan is always working hard in 
school and is a lovely member of the year group.

Great start to her Sports Studies option subject. Georgia has shown 
great effort levels in practical and theory lessons so far this term..













BBG ACADEMY

Available to all students

Fully washed and ironed 

Please contact reception

Options: 

Get new (used) items 

Swap for a larger/smaller size 

Donate old uniform

Please email: uniform@bbgacademy.com





Free online safety

resources and training

for parents



Free online safety

resources and training

for parents



Kayden Stuart

Great effort and 

progress when learning 

high jump techniques

Kaide Warren-

Gott
Fantastic start 

to Sports Studies. 

Kadie has impressed 

with her work ethic and 

attitude towards the 

subject.

Phoebe Mortimer

Fantastic start 

to Sports Studies. 

Phoebe has impressed 

with her work ethic and 

attitude towards the 

subject.

Alfie Harrison

Great effort and 

progress when learning 
high jump techniques



Poppy Fielding

Great effort in the 800m

Neve Whittaker

Brilliant effort and 

application of 

knowledge in pre-

option PE

Polly Enright

Fantastic time in the 

800m

Kara Blakeley

Fantastic time in the 

800m



Isla Witts

Always being polite and 

having a good attitude to 

PE

Phoebe Glover

Fantastic teamwork in 

rounders

Niaya Sandhu

Brilliant attitude towards 

PE

Georgia 

Ainsworth-Hare

Brilliant attitude towards 

PE



Abbie Wilkinson

Good effort levels in 

rounders and basketball

Alfie Davison

Good start to GCSE PE

Leah Hallas

Good start to pre-option 

PE

Isaac Graham

Good start to GCSE PE.




